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AUSTRALIAN DESIGN RULES VEHICLE CATEGORIES

Second edition (INTRODUCED 1 JANUARY 1969)

Cycles cYy
Motorcycles

Moped

Motor tricycle

Passenger car PC

Forward control
passenger vehicle

Passenger car
derivative

Multi-purpose
passenger car

Vehicles up to
4.5t GVM

Vehicles over
4.5t GVM

Omnibus

FC

FC1

FC2

PD

PM

LG

HG

oM

OM1
OoM2
Oom3
om4

: In 2nd edition includes all cycles.
: Any vehicle (not moped) which has 2 wheels,

or where a side-car is attached, 3 wheels.

: A vehicle with 2 wheels, not exceeding 50ml

engine displacement, and a maximum speed
not exceeding 50 km/h.

: Not defined.

: A motor vehicle constructed primarily for

the conveyance of persons.

: A passenger car seating up to 9 including

driver. GVM less than 3.5 tonnes. Steering wheel
in forward quarter of total vehicle length.

: Up to 8 seats including driver.
: Up to 9 seats including driver.

: Utilities and vans, where the forward portion

of vehicle is the same as a car.

: Vehicles other than forward control, for the

conveyance of not more than 8 people.
Special features for off-road operation.

: Not defined as in 3rd edition, described as ‘OTHER

VEHICLES'. Light goods up to 4.5 tonnes GVM.

: Not defined as in 3rd edition, described as ‘OTHER

VEHICLES’. Heavy goods over 4.5 tonnes GVM.

: Vehicles other than forward control,

constructed for the carriage of more than 8
passengers including the driver.

: 8 to 12 seats including the driver.

: Over 12 seats including the driver.

: GVM between 3.5 tonnes and 4.5 tonnes.
: GVM over 4.5 tonnes.
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AUSTRALIAN DESIGN RULES VEHICLE CATEGORIES

Third edition (INTRODUCED 1 JULY 1988)

Moped 2 wheels LA : Not power assisted pedal cycle, (where power
is not exceeding 0.2 kW). Engine capacity not

exceeding 50 ml (cc). Maximum speed 50 km/h.

3 wheels LB1 : ‘as above’ one wheel at front, two at rear.
LB2 : ‘as above’ two wheels at front, one at rear.

Motorcycle LC : 2 wheeled motor vehicle.
Engine capacity exceeding 50 ml (cc).
Maximum speed exceeding 50 km/h.

Motorcycle & sidecar LD : 3 wheeled motor vehicle asymmetrically arranged
in relation to the longitudinal medium axis.
Engine capacity exceeding 50 ml (cc).
Maximum speed exceeding 50 km/h.

Motor tricycle LE : 3 wheels symmetrically arranged in relation
to the longitudinal axis.
Engine capacity exceeding 50 ml (cc).
Maximum speed exceeding 50 km/h.
GVM not exceeding 1.0 tonne.

LEM : Up to 0.45 tonne unladen mass.
Saddle type drivers seat.
i) ‘as above’, one wheel at the front,
two wheels at the rear;
ii) ‘as above’, two wheels at the front,
one wheel at the rear.

LEP : Unladen mass greater than 0.45 tonne, more
than 2 seats (including driver), permanent
structure above and rearwards of driver seat.

i) ‘as above’, one wheel at the front, two
wheels at the rear;

ii) ‘as above’, two wheels at the front, one
wheel at the rear.

LEG : Unladen mass greater than 0.45 tonne,
constructed primarily for the carriage of
goods.
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Passenger car MA

Forward control

passenger vehicle MB

MB1
MB2

Off-road passenger
vehicle

*MC1

*MC2
Omnibus MD
MD1
MD2
MD3
MD4

*MD5
*MD6

ME
ME1
ME2

Goods vehicle

MC :

i) ‘as above’, one wheel at the front,
two wheels at the rear;

if) ‘as above’, two wheels at the front,
one wheel at the rear.

: A passenger vehicle, not off-road or forward
control, up to 9 seats including the driver.

: A passenger vehicle, not off-road, seating

up to 9 including the driver. Centre of steering

wheel is in the forward quarter of vehicles
total length. ,

: Up to 2.7 tonnes GVM.

: Over 2.7 tonnes GVM.

Up to 9 seats including driver. Designed
with special features for off-road operation.
: Up to 2.7 tonnes GVM.

: Over 2.7 tonnes GVM.

: More than 9 seating po‘sitions including
the driver.

: 9 to 12 seats, GVM up to 3.5 tonnes.

: More than 12 seats, GVM up to 3.5 tonnes.

: GVM between 3.5 tonnes and 4.5 tonnes.

: GVM between 4.5 tonnes and 5.0 tonnes.

: Up to 2.7 tonnes GVM.

: Over 2.7 tonnes GVM.

: GVM over 5.0 tonnes.
: Up to 270 kw.
: Over 270 kW.

: A motor vehicle constructed primarily for
the carriage of goods and having at least
4 wheels; or 3 wheels and a GVM more than
1.0 tonne. A vehicle constructed for both the
carriage of persons or the carriage of goods,
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NA
*NA1
*NA2

NB1
NB2

NC

Trailer

TA

T8

TC

™D

shall be considered primarily for the carriage
of goods if the number of seats times 68 kg
is less than 50% of the difference between
GVM and the unladen mass.

: Light goods vehicle with GVM not
exceeding 3.5 tonnes.

:up to 2.7 tonnes GVM.

: over 2.7 tonnes GVM.

: Medium goods vehicle with GVM between
3.5 tonnes and 4.5 tonnes.

: Medium goods vehicle with GVM between

4.5 tonnes and 12.0 tonnes.
: Heavy goods vehicle with a GVM exceeding
12.0 tonnes.

: A vehicle without motive power, constructed

to be drawn by a motor vehicle.

: Very light trailer, single axled with GTM

not exceeding 0.75 tonne.

: Light trailer, GTM not exceeding 3.5 tonnes,

other than a trailer of category TA.

: Medium trailer, GTM between 3.5 tonnes and
‘

10.0 tonnes.

: Heavy trailer, GTM over 10.0 tonnes.

* Note: These sub categories are only used
in pollution ADRs.
ADR36/..., ADR37I... and ADR 41/....
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